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Welcome to Trinity Church Mount Barker
We’re so pleased to have you among the Trinity family.
Trinity is a church shaped unashamedly by the Bible. We
believe it is God’s Word for today, as for all generations. We
believe that through the Bible, God speaks to us, revealing
himself and his purposes; to bring everything together under
Christ.
So when we want to think about our own identity, when we
want to reflect on what church is and should be, and when we
want to find our place in God’s church, we turn to the Bible.
God, Church and Me is one of the ways that we can study God’s
Word together, learning what life together should be like, and
learning to share God’s heart and God’s perspective.
Of course, in four sessions, we can only scratch the surface of
what God has made known of himself and his purposes in the
Bible. Over these four sessions, you will have the opportunity
to see how God’s Word and his purposes shape our church life;
Who is Trinity? What are we on about? Where does the Bible
fit? How do I get involved?
In each session, after the time spent studying the Bible, there
will be an opportunity to hear how the Scriptures shape specific
areas of life and ministry at Trinity Mount Barker, and there will
be a chance to ask any questions you may have about our
church, and how you can become involved in it.
Thanks for the investment of your time in Trinity Church and in
God, Church and Me. I hope and pray you find being part of
both an encouragement and a blessing.
Clayton Fopp
Senior Pastor
Trinity Church Mount Barker

Session 1

Who is Trinity?

Write a one sentence definition of “church.” Share your
definition with someone sitting near you.

If humanity were to devise a plan to rescue itself from sin and
its effects, what do you think that scheme might look like?

Someone for whose salvation you have been praying has just
become a Christian. They ask you to help them find a church
close to where they live. Over several weeks you visit a number
of churches with your friend, attending Sunday services and
other groups during the week. What are the signs you look for
in identifying a healthy church?

Read Ephesians 2:1 – 10
In how many different ways does Paul describe our situation
before God’s gracious intervention?

What do the different descriptions tell us?

What stops you seeing people you know who don’t know Jesus
in the same stark terms as this passage?

What are stated as God’s reasons for reversing our situation?
2:4
2:5
2:7
2:8

How does Paul’s argument remove any possibility of us making
any contribution to our salvation?

How does our understanding of grace shape our evangelism?

How does our understanding of grace shape our Sunday
gatherings?

Read Ephesians 4:1 - 16
What does Paul say a mature church will be like?

In what ways do the leaders identified in verse 11 contribute to a
healthy church?

After reading the Apostle Paul’s words here, what do you think
will be the likely difficulties for those who try to live the
Christian life without being members of a local church?

If you had to summarise the message of Ephesians 4:1 - 16 in
one sentence, what would you say?

Write a definition of “church.” Share your definition with
someone sitting near you.

In the light of Ephesians 4:1 - 16, how should we pray for our
church and its leaders, and other churches and their leaders?

Session 2

What are we on about?

Imagine Transport SA gives us permission to put a huge
billboard on the side of the Freeway promoting Trinity Church.
What would you want the billboard to communicate about our
church?

Read Ephesians 1:3 - 23
Identify in this passage as many spiritual blessings as you can.

What work or achievements are attributed to the different
persons of the Trinity?
Father -

Son -

Spirit -

What does Paul say is God’s purpose in blessing us?

Where does the submission of all things under Christ fit in God’s
purposes?

What do you think it will look like for Christ to be “head over
everything” (v 22) and with all things “under Christ” (v 10)?

Read 2 Corinthians 4:1 - 18
Paul says that his ministry was marked by the fact that he and
his fellow-workers “have renounced secret and shameful ways;
we do not use deception, nor do we distort the word of God” (v
2).
What makes this a hard example to follow, particularly in gospel
conversations with our non-Christian friends?

Paul says in verse 5 “what we preach is not ourselves, but Jesus
Christ as Lord.”
What does it mean to preach “Jesus Christ as Lord”?

What does the alternative, ie to “preach ourselves,” look like?

What meaning is conveyed by the “jars of clay” metaphor?

Can you think of a modern equivalent of the metaphor?

What reasons are we given in this section for not changing
course or giving up when ministry is hard?

How do our struggles and hardships in ministry show God’s
power?

Session 3

Where does the Bible fit?

What aspects of God’s character make you pray the way you
do?

Read 2 Timothy 3:10 - 4:5
Since “All Scripture is God-breathed” (3:16), describe what you
think the following areas should be like:
Preaching & teaching in Sunday gatherings -

Our daily conversations -

Our prayer habits -

How do we use Scripture to train ourselves and others in
righteousness?

How is Timothy to guard against those who would distort the
truth of the Scriptures?

Knowing that the Scriptures Paul speaks of in verse 15 were first
of all the Old Testament Scriptures, how does this shape your
understanding of what Paul says?

How do the Scriptures make someone “wise for salvation”
(v 15)?

Read Luke 24:25 – 27 & 44 - 47
Since “all the Scriptures” speak of Jesus, what should be our
approach when it comes to reading and understanding the Old
Testament?

Can you think of particular examples where the Old Testament
prepares people for the ministry of Jesus?

What would be lacking in our understanding of God if we only
had the New Testament?

Read Matthew 6:5 - 13
What patterns for prayer are established in these verses?

Write the Lord’s Prayer in your own words.

How can we use Jesus’ prayer to shape our own private and
corporate prayers?

Choose one of the following passages:
Acts 4:23 – 31,
Ephesians 3:14 – 21,
Colossians 1:1 – 12, 1 Thessalonians 3:9 - 13

Philippians 1:9 – 11,

What is the writer asking?

What does the writer demonstrate they know about
God?

How would you express the ideas of the prayer in your
own words?

How do other parts of the Bible shape our understanding of
prayer?
See also Luke 18:1 - 7, Romans 8:26 - 27, Ephesians 6:18, Philippians 4:6

Session 4

How do I get involved?

Can you recall some ways in which other Christians have shared
with you “not only the gospel of God” but their lives as well?

What is the least satisfying way you have ever spent money?

Read 1 Thessalonians 2:1 - 13
What particular aspects of Paul’s ministry does he seek to
defend here?

What are the advantages of a ministry that shares life as well as
the good news of Jesus?

How does Paul reflect on the opposition that Christian ministry
draws?

If this section was a protocol for our evangelism and
discipleship, what would be the key characteristics that should
be evident in our ministries?

Imagine you get asked to write a Role Description for people
involved in ministry in our church. What aspects of Paul’s
conduct and motivation would you include in your requirements
and expectations?

Read Matthew 6:19 - 34
What does it mean to seek first God’s kingdom and his
righteousness (v 33)?

How do we store up treasures in heaven?
(See also Matthew 19:21, Luke 12:33, 6:9, 18:22 & 1 Timothy 6:18-19)

Why do we often desire earthly treasures more than heavenly
ones?

Why do we often think we can serve both God and money?

In what ways can we diagnose where our treasure (and
therefore our heart) is?

What might be some of the warning signs that we are trying to
“serve two masters” (v 24)?

How might Paul’s example of ministry in 1 Thessalonians 2:1 – 13
shape the way we use money?

Trinity Church Mount Barker
Sundays: 10 AM, Cornerstone College, Mount Barker
PO Box 852 Littlehampton SA 5250
08 8398 2827 office@tcmb.church
www.tcmb.church
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